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~AQUa JaGs DIVe INTO0 CHAMPIONSHIP~

Violet Daniels
STAFF WRITER

n October 20. the
girls and boys swim

team traveled to Tu-

pelo Aquatic Center for their state
meet. The stakes were extremely
high as both the girls and boys
held the state title. After a long
day of competing, the results
were in. The girls and boys teams
both won the state champion-
ship. For the boys. this was their
fourth consecutive win, and for
the girls this was their tenth. All
the team’s hard work had finally
paid off, and they could ride back
home celebrating the wictory.
This win did not come eas-

ily though. The Aqua Jags have
practices every fourth and eighth
block at the Madison Healthplex.
Henry Largen (10) stated, “Go-
ing to practice is really draming
but it 13 very rewarding at the
same time” Practices include
a series of sets that target spe-
cific muscle groups, cardio, and
skill. The swimmers first get i
the pool at around 2:20, and start
with a 300-meter warmup which
1s 12 laps around the pool. For the
next hour, Coach Eddie Ware-
gives the swimmers a mixture
of different sets. These different
sets help improve their sprints,
Iacks. streamlines, underwaters,
and flip tums. The swimmers
finish practice with a cooldown
which typ1 consists of a 100,
four laps, or a 200, eight laps.
Most of the Aqua Jag swim-
mers are also on club swim
teams. This means they have
extra ice outside of school.
Jaden Davillier (11) stated,
“Having to wake up early in the
morung for practice and then go
to practice again in the afternoon
i1s very challenging, but doing
things that you do not want to do
1s what 1t takes to be the best.”
The swim team coaches also
play a big role in the success of
the team Coach Carmody and

(11) added, “We as a team are
so thankful for our coaches we
wmldnotbewhaeweamho—

pushing us to be the best.” The
Agua Jags and their coaches
have worked hard, and their
time and energy have ben-
efited them in many ways.

Although the Aqua Jags
practice a lot, that does not stop
them from getting scared. Isa-
belle Pike (11) stated, “T get re-
ally nervous, so I just start talk-
ing a lot, it helps me calm down
especially because I know my
team is there listening to me
ramble.” Fancier Shi (12) stat-
ed. “T cannot ever look at the
times of the le that swam
before me.” Shi said doing this
makes her feel on edge, sacred
she would not beat their times.
Shi also stated that whenever
she competed in her 100 fly,
she needed her teammates to
stand behind her and cheer. “T
was convinced that their pres-
ence was going to make me go
faster, and every time my team
was there, I cut time and the
one fime they were not there I
did not.” The Aqua Jags have
always supported each other,
and this support has made
them a very tight knit team

The seniors especially were
proud of this win. Many had
been on the team since seventh
grade including Abby Jo Flow-
ers (12) who stated. “After a
long day of swims, it was an-
nounced that the Lady Aqua
Jags had won for the tenth
year in a row. We all screamed,
cheered, and went to collect
our trophy and take pictures. It
1s a great feeling to know you
contributed to a decade of win-
ning.” For many of the seniors,
this win was a bittersweet mo-
ment. While they had just won
the state championship. this

also meant saymg goodbye
to their underclassmen All

the seniors pass down “Se-
nior Wills” to each teammate.
When the seniors graduate,
they “will” down certain things
to the younger swimmers. This
helps them all remember the
team and the graduating se-
niors for the to come.

The bus rides to and from
meets are special
for the team Adel Abdo (12)
said, “While there are a bunch
of things I am going to muss,
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the team told scary stories the
whole way home and another
time we all sang the national an-
them together.” These bus rides
have bonded the team and cre-

ated a wonderful atmosphere.
The Aqua Jags do more
than just win, the team is very
close to one another Clark Da-
wvis (10) stated, “Everyone is
very supportive, and we have a

lot of fun swimming with each
other.” The Aqua Jags all hang-
out and go to events with each
other. Abby Jo Flowers (12)
stated, “The high school swim-
mers spend a lot of time togeth-
er, we do things for Homecom-
ing, Halloween, and Christmas.
They really are my best friends.”
All this love and support on the
team has created an environment
worth working and winning for.

Check out page 7 for information
about the Soccer and Basketball
teams!

Newvs

Take a look at page 2 for an
article about the Israel and
Palestine conflict!

Feature

Check out page 4 for information
about the Toys for Tots donations!
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est  known

as Chandler

Bing, his role
played in the 1990°s sit-
com, Friends, Matthew
Perry recently passed, on
October 28, 2023, at only
54 years old. Although
he came to the limelight
during his mud-twenties,
Perry’s passion for act-

productions,
which 1g-
nited his
love for
the per-
form-
ing arts.
Once  he
graduated, he
moved to Los
Angeles to pur-
sue acting full-time,
where he eventually
had his breakthrough on
Friends. Although his
role in Frends seems
to be his claim to fame,
he had become a best-
wanted to leave a leg-
acy of helping people.
living, and loving, as
he had told The Times.
Perry’s death touched
the lives of many, and

even was memorialized by
Canadian Prime Minister,
Justin Trudeau, one of Per-
ry’s childhood friends. He
wrote Perry’s death to be
and saddening.”

Although he was suc-
cessful throughout lus life,
Perry openly struggled with
drug addiction for most of
others battle addiction
What many may not
know, however, is that Perry
often used improv through-
out Friends, and came up
with many of his best lines
on the spot, which many
fans found interesting, con-
si he incor-
porated a lot of
himself into
his  charac-
ter, Chandler

Bing.

H 1 s lines
were so witty that
he was the only ac-

tor on the show who had
been allowed to sit with
the writers. Friends fan
Sydney Walls (12), agrees
with most fans and said,
“T thought Matthew Perry
played Chandler Bing real-
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Iy well, and I thought it was
really cool that he wrote
most of his lines, which
other costars.” Along with
his role from Friends. Perry
was also known for his roles
in romantic comedy, Fools
Rush In, as well as Three
to Tango, and even went
on to create and star in his
own sitcom, Mr. Sunshine.
Considering he had
been so skilled in acting,
Perry had been nominated
for various awards. includ-
ing Primetime Emmy nomu-
nations, the Screen Actors
Guild Award. and the Teen
Choice Award. Along with
being an actor, Perry could
also play the piano, and had
showcased lus musical tal-
ent on vanous occasions. In
awe of all Perry was capable
of, Ava Tnipolee (11) said,
“T am so sad he has passed,
I grew up watching Friends
and watched several of his
mterviews on YouTube, and
I thought Matthew Perry
was really funny.” In addi-
tion to all of these achieve-
ments. he even went on
to venture into voice act-
mg, and made appearances
mm music videos, such as
“MMMBop™ by Hanson
and “Dance with the Dev-
iI” by Breaking Ben]amgn
Perirarics

costars on Friends are es-
pecially devastated by this

Mad $hew Perr.

).

Above: Young Matthew Perry duning his time on Friends,
Photo Courtesy of Pegple Magazine

loss, as each costar has
dedicated their time
with Perry mto words,
in many ways, such as
social media posts and
tributes. Matt Leblanc,
who played Joey from
Friends, went on to say
on Instagram, “Tt is with
a heavy heart I say good-
bye.” In addition to this
tribute, other costars
like Jennifer Anniston,
Courtney Cox, and Da-
vid Schwimmer dedi-
cated tributes to Pemry.
Madison Central’s AMC

director. Mr. Cooper,
even went on and said,
“As a fan of the arts, this
loss shocked me. Person-
ally, I think that Matthew
Perry fell under the same
spell that Robin Williams
did, as their work was
quite similar and they
both gamed so much at-
tention and fame in such
short time™ As Perry
told The Times in 1
of 2023, he had

to leave his mark on the
world, and 1t 1s safe to
say that he did just that.

‘THE EVER-GROWING CONFLICT'

Dylan Thomas
STAFF WRITER

any peo-
ple are aware

of the war
between Hamas and Israel,
however very few know why
it 1s happening and where 1t
comes from. This conflict can
be dated all the way back to
1896, which is when the idea
of a Jewish State was pub-
lished by Theodor Herzl as
a response fo anfisemitism
Anfisemitism 1s prejudice to-
wards Jewish people. How-
ever, Palestine was pnmanly
made up of Arabs at the time,
with Jews being the minority.
This idea of a Jewish State
was made somewhat of a re-
ality in 1917, when Bntam
declared in the Balfour Dec-
laration to help establish a
Jewish State, and Britain took
control of Palestine from the
Ottoman Empire. With the
League of Nations mandate
in place, Britain controlled
Palestine, and tried to facili-
tate the migration of Jews-
ish people into Palestine. But
the Palestimans were against
the mandate because they
believed it did not recognize
feared that the increased mu-
gration would lead them to
be pushed out of the country.
By the end of World War II,
the United Nations decided to
split Palestine mto two mde-
pendent states, but Palestin-
1ans refused to acknowledge
the resolution creating ten-
s:on When Israel declared

in 1948, the
Israeli-Arab War began.
The Israehi-Arab War was the
first of many wars between
Israel and Palestine. Daniel
Cox, a history and govern-

ment teacher at Madison
Central, charactenzed the
historical signt of this
war when he said, “The Ar-
ab-Israeh War of 1948 set the
and shaped the geopolifi-
cal landscape of the Middle
East, leaving a lasting impact
on the region’s history and
confributing to ongoing ten-
stons.” This war continues to
leave an effect on the world
today. Before Israel declared
mdependence, conflict had
already begun to break out
between the two groups,
eventually tuming to war
Egypt, Jordan, Irag, Syria,
and Lebanon all supported
raelis slowly took more and
more control of Palestine de-
spite the Arab states’ efforts.
In February of 1949, a tenta-
tive agreement was made that
created a border between Is-
rael and the five main Arabic
which lead to many bemg
displaced. Egypt held con-
trol over the Gaza Stnip, and
Jordan held control over the
West Bank Violence would
break out again in 1956 with
the Suez Crisis, and then 1n
1967 there was the Six-Day
War. The Six-Day War result-
ed m Palestine losing con-
trol of the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank. Even though the
war technically only lasted
five to six days, the conflict
never fully resolved, and vio-
lence 1 until the Yom
Kippur War in 1973. After
that was the Lebanon War of
1982. The Lebanon War of
1982 caused what 13 known
as the First Intifada This
Innfadawasamovemmtof
Palestinmans the Is-
raclh government through
means of protests, boycotts,

Above: Community i Palestine protesting their nights and for peace.
Photo Courtesy of Carnegie Endowment For International Peace

and physical attacks. Part of
the upset also had to do with
the continved displacement
of the Palestinian people and
how many, even now, are un-
der the refugee status. Even-
tually, the protests stopped
because of the sigming of the
Oslo Accords. The Oslo Ac-
cords stated that Palestine
would be given nights of self-

and it would

and the West Bank_ The Oslo
Accords also affirmed Isra-
el’s nght to exist as a coun-
try. However, later negotia-
tions between the Israeh and
Palesttmian leaders slowly
dissolved, and a second Inti-
fada broke out in 2000. Vio-
lence grew between the two
stahes,andtmnywerehﬂed
m the Intifada protests. In
2006, the Second Lebanon
War broke out. Hamas be-
came the main political party
m power in Gaza mn 2006,
and there was another war in
2014 comned the Gaza War.
All these events set the stage

to where the conflict 1s now.
Hamas attacked Israel on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, and since then
the situation has only infensi-
fied. Knsten Stephenson, the
AP United States Govem-
ment teacher, discussed why
this modern-day conflict is
the way that it 1s. Stephenson
said, “There 1s a deeply root-
ed resentment on both sides
that has been building for 70
years.” This 1s partly why the
war has captured

international news. After the
attack on Israel and the hos-
tages taken by Hamas, Israel
announced a siege on Gaza as
a defense against Hamas. Is-
rael began airstnikes on Gaza
to weed out Hamas, and they
wamned civilians in Gaza to
leave. Palesttimans are say-
ing that leaving the country
1s proving to be very difficult.
There are many discussions
on humanitanan efforts be-
cause thousands of citizens
in Israel and Gaza are get-
ting caught in the crossfire.

This war 15 ever-changing,
and, 1n a situation like this 1t 1s

highly suggested for people to
do their own research. Cody
Logan, the ninth grade AP
World History teacher, said
“Students should know that
the war 1s more complicated
than it seems on the surface.
It 1s important to do your own
research and understand as
many facts and points of view
before confirming your own
belief” Logan would like to
emphasize the fact that when

the eye of trying to find information on

the war, they should search
through multiple sources to
find the consistent facts. This
way students can avoid as
much bias as possible. Logan
reiterates, “It i1s important to
stxyviglant about what youn
learn, and also how you learn
it.” Which is not just good ad-
vice to follow when research-
ing about this war, it 1s also
good advice to follow when
tesearchmgmgeneml.Some
sources that are great places
to start are Bntannica com,
Associated Press, the Wall
Street Journal and Al Jazeera.
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of their week off. Joy Chen (12)
and Kate Odom (12), traveled to
see recent graduate Zoe Zhang at
the University of Texas Dallas,
where they toured the umiversity
and spent time with their beloved
friend, Zoe. Chen said, “This was
our first ttme seeing Zoe since
she left for college in August and
we were so excited to see her. We
will be touredthe UT Dallas cam-
pus and enjoyed seeing the city
of Dallas.” Thanksgiving break
gives students the ability to travel
to see friends and family mem-
bers that they do not get to see
often. CC Matthews (10) said
“This year I visited both my Dad’s
family m Oxford and my Mom’s
family in St. Louis, so

the week
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was filled with a lot of traveling

for me”. Thanksgiving, although
busy, is important as it reunites
friends and family after time apart.
Whether traveling or not, Thanks-
loved ones to celebrate their tradi-

tions as well as eating a spread of

goodﬁ)ods.DavnsMchmu(ll)
stated, “Thanksgiving is impor-

tant to me as it 1s a fime to gather
with loved ones, express grafi-
tude, and eat good food like sweet
potato casserole. I love eating
Thanksgiving lnnch with my fam-
ily and watching football”. Sev-
enlﬁ:oﬂnllpmesatealsoheld
which allows for
ﬁnnhmtocheertogeﬂuﬁnﬂmr
favorite team or compete against
one another The Thanksgiving
meal centers around the Turkey
which is enjoyed by Matthews, “T
am not a big fan of Thanksgiving
food except the turkey and pump-
kin bread. After we get
done hav- mg our

-,
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Kathrine Elfert
STAFF WRITER

very year, people line
the streets of Madison

andFlom to watch the
town’s Chnistmas pa-
rades. Madison and Flora’s pa-
rades are held in the beginning
of December, to get the citi-
zens ready for the Chnistmas
season. This year Madison’s
Christmas parade will be held
on December 2 at 9:00 am and
Flora’s Chnistmas parade will
be held on December 2, at
4:00 pm. Both parades
have a mxture of
bands, floats, and much

more to entertain
the commumity.
also end
with Santa getting
excited

for the holidays

¢m'

ward to the parade every year be-
cause it means Christmas season

1s here, which 1s my favonte time
of the year My favonite part of
the parade is the end when Santa
comes. I love it because it is so
magical and it really gets me ex-
cited for the holidays.™ Both the
Madison and Flora Christmas
parades have many different as-
pects that make them special

and enjoyable to the community.
Flora’s Chnistmas parade starts

on Clark Street and will end at
the Flora Train Depot. After
the parade, the town will light
the Depot Christmas tree. This
year, Flora’s Christmas parade
theme is “Chnstmas Sto-

to in dec-
their float as

gives out awards
for the best float,
best motonzed,
best walk-
ing group,
most en-
tertain-
ing and
best Chnst-
mas story
decorations.
The Madison Christmas

parade starts at Ridgecrest Bap- .)o( -

tist Church and ends at the Red !

Caboose. This year Madison’s my first time

Christmas parade theme is “San-  Deing a  part of the parade.

ta’s Workshop.” The parade has 1 Was in the parade with Crown

elected officials, music groups, Clnbdrmsedmagrandmey

many more. The parade throws  mmade it even more - It was

candy to its ors. Some S0 mmch fun because I got to see

awards for the parade include evuymemﬂne(;lmsumsspun
Not only do Madison Central stu-

the parades themselves. Nataleigh
Nix (12) said, “T have either at-
tmdedorbeenapmtoftbeevmt

last few years I have nidden m a
convertible representing my title.
IwonthestatentlemAanandI

Mecclara Morton (10) was in the
parade
1'a's't
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loves them as well
The Madison and Flora Christmas
parades take a lot of work to put
on and they require many volun-
teers to participate m the parade.
With all the floats, bands, choirs
and more the parades are enjoy-
able and are popular events m
both towns. The Madison and
Flora Chnstmas parades bring so
much Christmas cheer to the com-
munity and people look forward
to watching them every year

FIRST COMMERCIAL BANK

JILL SWITZER
Cleent §

switzeri@ hrsircommercialbk.com

{‘l'/'/.( A g I(// f_\'l)}'

4450 Old Canton Rd. Suite 101
_lzckson_ MS 39211

- 601.709.7777
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enough
toys to fill the back of a
Two-Men-In-A-Truck
moving vehicle. There are
many different things be-
mgoﬁeredto help_lmrp
start the giving spint
This year some teachers
are offering exfra credit,
clubs are om
service hours, and
there are many
more mcenfives
as well, which
encourages
students to
donate. Now
that Chnst-
mas 1S ap-
proaching,
it 1s time for
us fo give to
the kads who
aren’'t as for-
tunate this sea-
son. Madison Cen-

)onatin

—

tral is extremely excited to
help this yearthe bestitcan.
Madison Central’s stu-

donations. This 13 a great
chance to not only give to
ceive hours for other clubs
inside or outside of school.
Mary Katherine Mci
(11) is a representative of
SGA. She said, “SGA re-
ally encourages everyone
to bring as many toys as
possible. You can bnng
as much or as little as
you would hike ™ Through
SGA, students can fin-
ish up service hours due
at the end of this semes-
ter.  Other

Al

clubs are also using Toys
for Tots as an opportunity

to receive service hours,
Beta Club being one o
them There are many
people m Beta Club every
year, so it 15 common for
them to be counted on for
big projects like this. Kyra
Davis (12) is also one of
the Beta Club representa-
tives. Davis said, “ Beta
Club is looking forward
to this Toys for Tots dona-

Toys For Tof
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Above: Newspaper Staff members helping load the trucks for

Toys For Tots.

Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Vicky Williams

to donate. I always feel Toys for Tots 1s something
good after I do things like ~Madison Central looks for-
that, so I am looking for- ward to taking part in every
ward to seeing how much year. Having the

we do as a school to help
others”Mlmamlike

WE ASKED SOME
STUDENTS WHAT IS

ON THEIR

CHRISTMAS LIST
HERE WERE SOME

COMMON

ANSWERS!!!!

Stanley Cup
Nike Sccks
Digital Camera
New Phone
Loaded Tea Giftcards

Personal Computer/
Mcacbook
Video Games

jewelry
candles
clothes
Uggs
Airpod Pros
Aviator Nation
weatpants

the ho,liday

spinit, the gift of giv-
figures at Walmartcanhelp. ing is gomng to be spread.

Apple Watch Heatless Curls Set

2= Students Take on State | egislature

Logan Kenned
STAFF WRITE

everal students

from Madison
Central attended

the Mississippi Youth Leg-
islature convention, this
November. Youth Legis-
lature is an annual event
at the Mississippi Capi-
tol that involves students
from schools all over the
acting as legislators in a
mock state congress. Atf-
tendees are assigned as a
member of the House of
Representatives or the Sen-
ate, where they are tasked
to create a bill
and present it in front of
their assigned cham-
betSFltst,anﬂms

through
a com-

ment Club, KameFuﬂung

bill alongside Ella O’banion.
“T learned a lot about the ex-
act process that a bill goes
through in order to become
a law on a state level. I
learned from the Senate how
un!’Oﬂﬁﬂtmakmgden;::swn:z
1s that could

to what the actual

Mississippi Senate is able to

do.” Similar to Noah Clap-
per (10), who gained inter-
est in the convention after
Central’s Speech and De-
bate team. “The best part
of Youth Legi was

bangabletow,

real congressional session,
mddomgthntwhlebemg
able to interact with other
schools, providing me with
new friends” said Clap-
per. Youth Legislature en-
gages students m a fon and
social way mn order fo gain
knowledge of the Missis-
sippi legislative process.

Madison Central’s own,
Katie Farthing (12), acted
as Senate Majority Leader
at this year’s conference.
Farthing was tasked with
working with the Lieuten-
ant Governor to work leg-
:slabonthroughﬂ:eSman,
a tedious job that

Governor.” Farthing’s lead-
after much involvement m
the conference for all three
years at Madison Central
She 1s very thankful for the
knowledge of the law-mak-
ing process that Youth Leg-
islature has provided her in
order to pursue her future
study in government and
public policy m college.
“T learned the ins and outs
ofthelnw-mkingms
in a hands-on setting that I
believe truly sets the Youth
Legislature apart. I also was
able to form lasting friend-
ships with peers from across
the state which helped en-
hance my experience at the
convention ” Farthing’s role
was followed by Davis Mc-
Quurter (11), who will act
as House Majority Leader
atnextyearsoonvuﬁon.
The Youth
Convention hosted at the
Mississippt = State  Capi-
tol is an annual event that
students thoroughly en-
sues that were important to
them and author laws that
they believed needed to be
implemented in the state.

Attendees knowl-
edge from their hands-on
experience i the House
of Representatives about
works. medebatmgqn
ingﬂ:ewelltospeakm
bills, and engaging in poli-
tics, this year’s attendees
from Madison Central are
thankful for the opportu-
nity. This year’s attendees
are thnlled to retum next

of such a vital part of their
high school experience.
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ENTERTAINMENT

HITTING THE BIG SCREEN

stories after so many hve-ac-
tion remakes were released,
and I am really hoping that
1s what we will get from
Wish. I personally already
love the music that has been

pre-released especially (“This
Wish’), and although some
people had some things to

Lauren Heffington
STAFF WRIT

s the holidays are
approaching, so
are

as Trolls Band Together, Sy about the animation style,
The Games: The [ think it shows a good bal-
Ballad of Songbirds & ance between 2D and 3D for
Snakes, Disney’s Wish, 2 story thatwas allegedly 100
Aquaman, and other mov- Years in the making. Overall
jes have been released I would just say thatIam re-
with many to follow. ally excited for it to
Disney C‘I’m 0‘? and
isputtmg' out hope s a
more mov- movie that
ies such genuinely
as Wish touches
which was the au-
released on dience
November that
22. Stepha- watch-
nine Ko es it”
L) Wish fol-
said, “T _lows a young
love a girl named Asha
good Dis- who wishes on
or Pixar a star and gets
and I am so ex- more of an an-
cited for Wish to swer than
come out. I think she  wanted.
a lot of people The  movie
really wanted we all loved
Disney to - when we
troduce some W;BYW“G'
out with an-

other sequel, Trolls 3 or Trolls,
Band Together, released on No-

vember 16.The Trolls fran-
chise is an

animated
series of
movies
that fol-
lows the
friend-
ships,
rela-
tion-
ships,
and
hard-
ships this spe-
cies of troll mmst go through.
Trolls Band Together follows

Branch, as he and Poppy start
reveals that he was a part of a
boy band called the BroZone
with his four older brothers.
Liv Milan (11) stated, “T am ex-
cited to go watch Trolls Band
Together because I enjoyed the
other movies, this mowvie fol-
lows Branch and his brothers
as they start their boy band.” It
is believed that Trolls Band To-
gether will end up being a big-
ger hit than the past two movies.

Other students watched
movies such as Willy Wonka
and Sofia Monico
(11), “T have loved Willy Won-
ka since I was a kud, and I love
Timothee Chalamet who is go-
ing to play Willy Wonka, so I

am extremely excited .
to see the new movie™ .
The Willy Wonka mov-
ie follows how young

Universe.

Over  the
holidays,

have to offer From Disney
to DC the box office is sure
to be filled with something
for everyone, whether
‘t is an onginal
movie or a sequel.

tobeteleasedonDe-
cember 15.

and the Lost King-
dom is the sec-
ond of the Aqua-
man series and

it follows
Aquaman

as he helps

his  half-
brother Orm

in defeating the
Black Manta. Carter
Fields (10) stated, “Since I

liked the first movie so much,

I'm excited to go and see the @
second Aquaman I didn’t

know if we would get a sec-

ond movie, but I'm excited it

year, the Magic of Lights
Madie Mosele began to be displayed in
STAFF WRITE the Brandon Amphitheater.

The Brandon Amphitheater
transformsinto a
drive

through

fea-

turing

Christ-

m a s

themed lights.

Many people also enjoy go-
mg to watch the Nutcracker
Ballet. Ballet Mississippi
and Mississippi Metropoli-
tan Ballet have performed
ﬂ:isexci‘lingballetyeataﬁer
year. Christmas Party

are also a hit. Du'ty Santa,
Secret Santa, Snowman

hristmas is unde-
niably the most
magical time of the
year. From hot cocoa, light
shows, gingerbread house
making, to singing Christ-
mas songs, there is some-
thing for everybody to love.
The big lead up to Chnist-

Walk of Lights and Magic
of Lights in Brandon. Can-
ton Lights started 35 years
ago, and it has been

a huge hit ever

since. Along with

the Canton

Walk
o f
Lights,
t he Evefybody
celebrates
Christmas
differently.

Maelle Monbaron(10) 1s

S, —
. NORTH POLE
Canton ’_K——\_”/
hosts a
Christ-
mas festival on No-
vember 24 through
December
23_Start-

ing last

much smaller and celebrated
less, so I'm excited to see how
different it 1s here.” She will
not be able to see her family
thisymr but they are send-
ing each other
JuhaKtm(lO)doenotget
to see her family over the
holidays, but she sees close
family friends m Georgia.
Kim says, “We go to a large
Korean Church in Georgia
on Christmas Eve every year.
Also. we eat a Korean tradi-
tional dinner which includes
dishes: Japchae, Jeon, Jeyuk,
and Bokkeum (spicy stir-
fried pork).” In Korea, it 1s
untraditional to
give presents,
so in Julia’s
house

presents
to each
other, but
they do put

under
treefordecorations.
December 1 marks the season
of celebrating. Sam Reily(12)
has many fun yearly tradi-
tions. Reily stated, “We get a
tree on December 1 anddec-
orate it that night We travel

to West Point, Mississippi a

the

few days before, exchange
gifts between famalies, play
Dirty Santa, and have a
trivia game. Then

on Christmas
Day, we open

presents in

the moming

from “Santa™

and then my fam-

ily stays home all day and
spends time together”
Many students at Madi-
son Central also have fun
Christmas Day traditions,
such as Liv Milan (11)
said, “On the day of Chrnist-
mas my mom makes us a
really good breakfast and
my Aunts, Uncles, Cous-




ENTERTAINMENT

DANCING WIT

Katherine Elfert
STAFF WRITER

or 31 seasons, Dancing
with the Stars has been

a staple on televisions
worldwide. Viewers all over en-
joy tuning in to see their favor-
ite stars and couples dance it out.
They also watch weekly to vote
for their favornite couple to keep
them going from week to week.
The show airs each Tuesday,
until December 5, where three
couples will be eliminated and
the last couple standing will win
the show and receive the Len
Goodman Mimorball Trophy.
The trophy is named after for-
mer judge Len Goodman, who
passed shortly after announc-
mg his retirement from being a
judge on Dancing with the Stars.
Dancing with the Stars takes ce-
lebrities known worldwide, and
dancers. This season of Dancing
with the Stars has 14 contestants
and 14 professional dancers. Con-
testants and professional dancers
are paired up based on height
build, personality and compat-
ibility. Some of the contestants

Amelia Morris
STAFF WRITER

he city of Madison
|5 comstmty g

ing, especially with
their restaurants. Tamper
Coffee in Colony Crossing,
Aplos in the Renaissance,
and Chipotle have been the
newest places to go. 'Ihe

H THE STARS

this year include Harry Jowsey, Ja- seeing how the different couples ple 1s Harry Jowsey and
mie Lynn Spears, Xochitl Gomez, work together and how diverse each Rylee Amold because I love Harry
Lele Pons, Barry Williams, couple’s choreography i1s.” from Too Hot to Handle and Rylee
Brandon Each , the cou- 1S a new pro which makes them fun
and Charity Law- A ple with the least to watch™ This is Rylee’s first sea-
son. There is no $ amount of judges son at 18 years old, becoming the
age requirement v l scores and youngest professional on

for the stars. / B | B fan votes with the stars ever. However, a fan's
The youngest ! 2 ; c o m - favorite couple may not always be
contestant § — e N l'/ bined the couple they think will win. When
ever was 14 | -t : f: 1s elim- asked who she wanted to win Nomis
years old \ VN inated. stated, “T want Xochitl Gomez and
and the old- |, ' 1 * " During Val Chmerkovskiy to win. Although
est was 82. —— - ) w e e k I love Harry and Rylee, Harry is not
Each week f¢(\. - ¥ seven, the bestdancer, and he does not de-
the couples '« Nl A couple Lele serve to win” Fans tend to have a
get chal- /¥ Pons and favonte couple based on where they
lenged with \ "%/ Brandon Amm- know the star from Anmna Claire
different N\ /  strong got voted Loving (10) stated, “My favorite
dances and themed T off Buddala says, couple is Arianna and Pasha because
nights. Some themed < “I was the saddest I loved Anamna’s reality show and
nights mclude Disney, about Lele and Brandon even though she is not a dancer she
Music Video, Whitney Hous- getting eliminated because I tnies her best and she is really good.™
ton and Taylor Swift mght Through- really enjoyed watching them for the Each Tuesday another couple will
out the season, the couples will com- pastfewweeks™ Whileseeingagood get eliminated after putting their
pete head to head and participate in  star go can be sad 1t leaves the show hard work into a dance. Soon there
group dances fo gain more points for one step closer to revealing a winner. will be the final four couples com-
their overall score at the end of the There are many popular pairs on peting in the finale. Dancing with
night When asked about her favorite Dancing with the Stars. Many view- the Stars has so many great cou-

part of the show, Pranavi Buddala (10)
stated, “My favorite part about the
show is seeing how hard the dancers
work towards their dances and seeing
their wonderful dancing. I also love

tion. The owners
moved Madison

2023 a sister location to the
Aplos m Jackson, MS opened

ers love to watch their favonite cou-
ple take the dance floor. People at
home can also vote up fo 10 times
for the couple of their choice. Katie
Nomis (12) said, “My favorite cou-

BUILDING A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR MADISON

Lastly,

restaurant

ples on the show this season and
viewers cannot wait to see who will
win it all and take home the trophy.
countries around the world

chicken™ “If I didn’t
get the bowl, I would
definitely get a quesa-
mom and said she would
go again. Camden Hood

new
that has

from Dubai which is where
they got their specialty and
single onigin coffee inspira-
tion from Single onigin cof-
fee 1s a category that is cen-
tered on one distinct area or
region where the coffee 1s

here in Madison. In ‘Online
Madison’ founder and CEO
Alex Eaton of Aplos said,
“We've recetved incredible
support since we launched
the ongmal Aplos in High-
land w1 four and a half

been popular in many other
cities and states 1s Chipot-
1é. Chipotle is an Amernican
chain restanrant that spe-
cializes in taco bowls, bur-
nitos, and tacos. Customers
have found it easy to

creasing by the year, which grown. In “Online Madison years ago.” Since they have customize  their
fortunately for Madison’s “’ Littleton said they were n- exceeded their expectations meals, which =
residents, brings in more spired by two factors for their they decided to take onmore is a factor
places to eat and hangout mname One bemng the word and expand their reasurant to of why the

Tamper Coffee1sowned “tamper” which 1s a way of another location, the Renais- place i1s so
by Tiffany and Jonathan Lit- applying pressure to expresso sance at Colony Park herein popular.
tleton. They signed the lease beans. The second being that Madison. Aplos is a fine- fast Thelocation
on the place in October of opening the coffee shop both mediterranean  restanrant, of Chipotle 18
2022 and started working on  him and his wife were under whose food primanly centers nght across from one
it around February; a lot of pressure. Tam- around eateries fthr their biggest competitors
it was completed in per’s coffees are Greece, Italy. and the muddle Moes. Chipo- tle in Madi-
July. Community made from three east Ree Berthelot (11)said, son opened Wednesday,
partners different expresso “I would rate Aplos in the October 25. WLBT says
Madison coffee beans from Renaissance a 8.5/10. I got that Chipo- tle Mexican
held a nb- o different  counfries the steak gyro and the other Gmll 13 ex-pected to
bon cut- ;‘ like Brazil, Ethiopia and day I saw a veggie pizza that break ground n Madison.
ting  Sep- me i | Honduras. Tamper also pro- looked really good.™ She has Pranavi Bud- dala  (10)
tember 21 "% || o vides a variety of smooth- been five times and Berthe- said, “I ratechipotle

This was the cof- s
fee shop’s first loca-

ies, shakes, and pastnes.
On Thursday October 4,

lot goes with her bestfrniends.
She recommended it and said

8/10, I have been once
and got the bowl with

(12) also has been to this
new location and he rat-
ed the place a 7/10. Hood
said, “T got the Carne Asa-
da bowl and if I hadn’t
gotten that I would fry a
burrito.” He has only been
once with s dad
~ and would

E> agam

Chipotle has

been one of
Madison’s

big- gest hits and waill
most likely be a successful
location for the restaurant.
Madison is defi-
nitely a fast growing town.
Tamper Coffee, Aplos,
and Chipotle are only a
couple of the newest plac-
es around Madison. Many
of the Madison com-
munity are very excited
about the new restaurants
and places 1t is getting

&
=y

she definitely would go again
»
Jenny Nowyen (MM ng Infto The CMA's
® ® & @ > ® ® @ 9 o O &
n November 8  popular in the south rather Rodgers was also known her talent and how hard she
2023, the Coun- than the north, it mainly de- for combining the blues, has worked My mom is
try Music Asso- pends on where you grow gospel, jazz, cowboy, and friends with her since my
ciation awards show was up.” The majonty folk styles in his songs. parents grew up with her in
held at six o’clock cenfral  of people grow to Growing up traveling Louisiana. I was able to go Finally,
time. For those who do love country mu- due to his fo one of her con- certs and
not know what the CMA  sic as their father’s enjoyedit™ Weeks also grew

show 1s, it 1s an annual
event that honors the best
country music songs and
arfists. In2023, the associ-
ation held their 57th event
hosted by Luke Bryan
and Peyton Manning, at
Nashville’s Bndgestone
Arena, where it has been
held since 2006. With
Mississippi being i the
south, country music is a
hot topic for many people
who grew up surrounded
by counfry music or were
infroduced at some point.
McKenzie Boteler (12)
said, “I grew up m Texas
listening to 90s coun-

parents
intro-
duce
the
genre.
T he
t op
three most
“country” states
in the United States
are Tennessee, Texas,
and Lousiana The state
with the most country
music listeners 15 Ten-
nessee. Tennessee 1s known
as the country music capital
of the world as well as the

birthplace of country music.
JimmteRodgets afellow fa-

award of the year. Wilson
was also a part of the al-
bum awards for Bell Bot-
tom Counfry. In the end,
Wilson was able to take
home five tes. Sa-
die Weeks (11) said, “T
think that Lainey Wilson
deserves the awards with

like country mmsic for any
reason, everyone has that
one connection to it that
all listeners can relate to.
ions fo
all the CMA award win-
ners and nominees. With
the biggest mght in country
music once again, the ABC
broadcast gathered an out-
standing audience of 6.6
million total viewers. When
recognizing counfry sing-
ers like Camie Underwood,
Taylor Swift, Jelly Roll,
Zach Bryan, and several
more, one can see
try

up listening tocountry
music and believes that coun-
try mmsic i1s for everyone,
but it has its on- gin m the
South. Weeks stat- ed, “The
community is also a big part
of country mmsic and  has
since grown into something
bigger”  Coun- try mmsic
connects people together
in its own way whether
through the sto- ry-telling
elements or theemo -
tions people feel while

listening. Caydon Jones
(10) said, “T lovet h e

relaxing tone of country
music and - ticularly
how Luke Combst a 1 k s
about steadiness and self-
control.” While people can




SPORTS

good.” As their season
keeps progressing, 1t will
be exciting to see how the
boys and girls team end up
domng. Girls and boys are
practicing everyday either
during their school block
or afterschool. Teammates
are getting more and more

Hodges
ER

Emi
STAFF WR

occer season has
officially  kicked
off here at Madi-
son Central. The boys and

girls team have a promising

times than not. you are able
to see girls and boys sup-
porting their classmates
playing the sport that
they love. Going to soc-
cer games may be cold at
times, but from watching
players get excited for a
teammate scoring a goal,

season ahead. Both spending ready for games as the prac- people always can count
homonendpmcucmgm_nmandgamesoonnnue on an entertaining game.
side and outside of school, the With soccer be- Not only does it get
teams have started off strong. ing a winter sport, cold for spectators,
Braden Buchanan (11) said, -1 it 2ets cold dur- O) but players on
feel prepared for this season. mgsomeof the team also
We still have many games have to deal

.~ to go through, but I am People with the cold
.. looking forward to INAEiles up in weather. But they
this season The Plankets and beanies and en- try and keep good spirits to

joy hot chocolate sold from

fetooks the concession stands. The
weather may be cold. but the
jaguars still need to be sup-
ported by their fans. It is not
uncommeon to see friends
laughing together while

is commonly seen in
the stands watching the

girls varsity She
said, “I enjoy bemg able

to talk to my friends while
watching some of my friends
play after my games.” More

stay hyped for games. Tan-
ner Nichols (10) said, “The
season has been fun so far.
It does get pretty cold at
times but other than that
we manage to have a good
time. I am excited to see

. where the rest of the season

takes us.” This soccer sea-
son 1s just getting kicked off.
Players and teammates are
excited for the rest of the year
and the memories to be made.
Just like all sports at Mad-
1son Central. the soccer team
i1s known for being one of

the best sports teams 1n the
state. The gils and boys’
team have been putting in
the hours and are looking
forward for what 1s to come.
So far, both teams are unde-
feated. Students, parents,
and teachers are excited to

watch the players’ seasons
unfold. At the end of the day,
the jags will fimish on top. It
1s going to be fun to watch
as the teams move forward.

DRIBBLING INTO THE SEASON

with the

will continue to do so.

students.

The coaches and play-

Being a ers are very confident
manager 1s very and believe they can
crucial to the ac 1sh their goals

success of the basketball this season. John Park-

team. As a manager you er Baldwm (11) sad,

are very close with the “This year we have put

Hannah Evans
STAFF WRITER

he long await-
ed 2023-2024
basketball sea-
son 15 here and the Jun-
gle could not be more
excited Girls and
boys basketball 1s full
of great coach- es |
and players.
1S

welcoming two
great new as-
sistant coaches;
the girls’, Coach
Robin Rae Mer-
cer, and for the
boys’ Coach Mi-
cheal Hammond.

who show up every day
and work hard to improve.
Personally, I am making
sure that I give everything

I've got to help players, as
well as the team mmprove,

and at their best
level to help achieve their
goals.” Mercer enjoys be-
ing a coach and making
an mmpact and bonding

team and work just as
hard. Shamiah Kidd (10)
stated, “This year’s sea-
son has been wonderful
s o , far We still re-
main undefeat-
It 1s fun being a
| manag-
am very
close

t h e
team. I
feel like

I have
similar
respon-
sibilities
as the
players.
Manag-
ers are fre-

ed.

alotofpndembemg
a manager” Being a
manager iS an ImMpor-
tant role in basketball

The boys coming
off an 18-14 win-lose
and the girls commng off
an 18-13 win-lose from
last season, confinue o
make a great reputa-
tion for themselves and

in the work to be the
best team in the state
of Mississippi. We
know we have what
it takes to win it all
Since last year, I have
improved my mental
game and strengthened
my body. One of my
goals for this seasomn
1stowmastatecham—

a state championship.

Zac Cook (12)
smd,“Iﬁeelgreatabmxt
this year’s basketball
season. I feel like fhis
year 1s our best chance
to win the champion-
ship because we have a
great team, and we all
work very hard. I have
improved by practicing
more and started relying
more on my teammates.
A goal of mine for the
season 1s to win the dis-
trict and state champi-
onship. as well as trying
to get a tnple-double.”
Zac explamned how he’s
practiced to better him-
self and help his team

Above: Senior Lauren Sutton duning a basketball game
Photo Courtesy of Mechaela Edmonston

Basketball is off to
a successful start, both
teams are currently on
a 20 winnming streak
. The Jags have been
preparing tremendously
over the off season and
will continue to work
hard to be the best they
can be and win a state

championship.  With
many long practices in

the summer and hard work
during third and seventh
block, the teams are more
than ready for their
opponent. Madison
Central cannot wait
to see the wonder-
fol things these
players can do,
and how great of a
Madison Central




101 Village Blvd. Suite D
Madison, MS 39110

Open Monday - Friday
$:.00 AM. to 530 PM.

Contact: 601-856-7776
joe(@)siupe.com

STILLWATERS

COUNSELING GROUP

MOLLY GEE
i Crpy ™

Pl Gervice Fnir Galor.

601 853 0054 | mollygeeandco.com
219 Garden Park Dr #200A, Madison. MS 39110

KELSEY DENNIS, wcsw

keispydalll Iwalerscounssiors com » 601-707-5560
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Anxiety
Adolescents
P.0. Box 320699 Family Issues
1698 Old Fannin Road Telephone: 601.992.7119 Parenting
Flowood, MS 39232 Cell: 601.500.0404 WwWomen’s Issues
Fax: 601.992.7916 Conflict Resolution
Email: dwilliams@bankofforest.com Life Transitions
NMLS # 533491

Stress Management
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Tony Bahou

Call: 601-212-5955
Email: tony@exitnewdoorreality.com



